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X. GRIEVANCES AND SANCTIONS 

 
A. General 

 

1. While the Society is devoted to courtesy, trustworthiness, and personal responsibility, tensions 
and disputes do arise. 

 

2. The Board is the final court of appeal for disputes that have escalated beyond the ability of the 
participants or the officers to handle. However, it is reluctant to play that role because its rulings 
affect the entire Society--often by restricting everyone’s freedom and reducing their enjoyment of the 
organization. Corpora provides a right of appeal to the Board, but members should make every effort 
to work out their disputes at as low a level in the organization as possible. 

 

3. While it is not possible to prescribe a specific list of things to do or people to consult that will serve 
in all disputes, the general procedure outlined here should be adaptable to most of them. If you are 
directly involved in a dispute, you must go through a process at least as comprehensive as this one 
before asking the Board for help. If you are asked to intervene in someone else’s dispute because of 
the office or title you hold, please don’t rush in. First, urge the principals to try all measures 
recommended for attempting to reach a settlement without involving your level of the organization. 
Then, if you do intervene, make every effort to find a resolution the participants can accept, instead 
of escalating the dispute to higher levels of the organization. 

 
4. Hate speech is not tolerated in the Society. Hate speech is speech or symbols that offend, 
threaten, or insult individuals or groups, based on race, color, religion, national origin, sexual 
orientation, disability or other traits. Such symbols and speech have no essential part of any 
discussion of ideas and are of so little value to the Society that any benefit that may be derived from 
them is clearly outweighed by the harm caused. The use by any participant in the Society may result 
in possible sanctions up to and including revocation of membership and denial of participation. 
 
Please report any possible instances of hate speech to your Kingdom Seneschal, the Society 
Seneschal or the President of the SCA immediately. For more information about hate speech and the 
reporting of same, please refer to the Society Seneschal’s Handbook. 

 


