Key Findings: Same Sex Consorts

On the SCA Census, Question 48 asked:
According to Corpora, the Sovereign and Consort must be of opposite gender, i.e. one male and one female. How do you feel about changing the policy to allow same sex (legal gender) couples being able to fill these positions? 
Responses to this question varied based on number of factors, discussed below.
Crown/Coronet
Overall, responses to this question were very divided.
· 41% of survey participants disagree with changing the policy, 39% agree, and 21% are neutral or have no opinion. 
· Among those who agree or disagree with changing the policy, most feel strongly about the issue, with 67% of those who disagree saying that they strongly disagree and 69% of those who agree saying that they strongly agree.
Responses varied considerably across SCA Kingdoms, but in no Kingdom did a majority of survey participants agree with changing the policy. In two Kingdoms—Gleann Abhann and Calontir—a majority of survey participants disagree with changing the policy.
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In general, survey participants who are more active in or involved with the SCA are more likely to disagree with changing the policy.
· 41% of those who currently participate in the SCA disagree with changing the policy, versus 37% of those who used to participate but do not now.

· 43% of current paid SCA members disagree with changing the policy, versus 34% of those who currently participate but are not paid members.

· 47% of participants who have been involved in the SCA 23 years or longer disagree with changing the policy, compared with 43% of those who have been involved 11-22 years and 40% of those who have been involved 10 years or less.
· 49% of participants who attended more than 12 SCA events in the past year disagree with changing the policy, compared with 43% of those who have attended 5-12 events and 38% of those who attended less than 5 events.
· 52% of participants who have led a Society-level office disagree with changing the policy, compared with 48% of those who have held a Kingdom or regional office, 41% of those who have held a local office, and 34% of those who have held no office.

· 65% of participants who are Royal Peers disagree with changing the policy, compared with 48% of those whose highest award is a Peerage or Court Barony, 44% of those whose highest award carries a Grant of Arms, 39% of those whose highest award is AoA-level or non-armigerous, and 34% of those who have received no awards.
Disagreement with changing the policy is highest among survey participants who are involved in martial activities in the SCA.

· 48% of participants who consider a martial activity (including both heavy and light fighting) to be their primary SCA activity disagree with changing the policy, compared with 42% of those who consider service to be their primary SCA activity and 36% of those who consider the arts and sciences to be their primary SCA activity.

· Among Peers, 68% of those who received their Peerage for martial activities disagree with changing the policy, compared with 53% of those who received their Peerage for service and 40% of those who received their peerage for arts and sciences. 54% of Peers with multiple peerages disagree with changing the policy.
Responses to the question also varied based on demographic factors.

· 48% of male participants disagree with changing the policy, compared with 35% of female participants. 

· 48% of participants age 45 or older disagree with changing the policy, compared with 40% of those age 35-44 and 31% of those under age 35.

· 47% of participants with children (including children over age 18 but raised in the SCA) disagree with changing the policy, compared with 37% of those with no children. 

Landed Baron/Baroness

Participants showed higher levels of support for changing this policy than they did for changing the policy on same sex Crowns/Coronets. However, opinions were still quite divided.
· 43% of survey participants agree with changing the policy, 35% disagree, and 22% are neutral or have no opinion. 
· Among those who agree or disagree with changing the policy, most feel strongly about the issue, with 70% of those who disagree saying that they strongly disagree and 69% of those who agree saying that they strongly agree.

Responses varied considerably across SCA Kingdoms. In three Kingdoms—Lochac, Ealdormere, and the East—a majority of survey participants agree with changing the policy. In Gleann Abhann, a majority of participants disagree with changing the policy.
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In general, survey participants who are more active in or involved with the SCA are less likely to agree with changing the policy, although the gaps between those who agree and disagree tend to be less than on the Crown/Consort question.
· 43% of those who currently participate in the SCA agree with changing the policy, versus 46% of those who used to participate but do not now.

· 42% of current paid SCA members agree with changing the policy, versus 46% of those who currently participate but are not paid members.

· There was no significant variation in response to this question based on how long participants have been involved in the SCA.

· 38% of participants who attended more than 12 SCA events in the past year agree with changing the policy while 41% disagree. 43% of those who have attended 5-12 events and 44% of those who attended less than 5 events agree with changing the policy.

· 36% of participants who have led a Society-level office agree with changing the policy while 45% disagree. 39% of those who have held a Kingdom or regional office agree with changing the policy while 40% disagree. 43% of those who have held a local office, and 47% of those who have held no office agree with changing the policy.

· 29% of participants who are Royal Peers agree with changing the policy while 53% disagree. 39% of those whose highest award is a Peerage or Court Barony agree with changing the policy while 40% disagree. 43% of those whose highest award is Grant-level, AoA-level, or non-armigerous and 47% of those who have received no awards agree with changing the policy.
36% of participants who have served as a Landed Baron/Baroness agree with changing the policy while 46% disagree.

Agreement with changing the policy is lowest among survey participants who are involved in martial activities in the SCA.

· 36% of participants who consider a martial activity (including both heavy and light fighting) to be their primary SCA activity agree with changing the policy while 42% disagree. 42% of those who consider service to be their primary SCA activity and 49% of those who consider the arts and sciences to be their primary SCA activity agree with changing the policy.
· Among Peers, only 26% of those who received their Peerage for martial activities agree with changing the policy while 58% disagree. 36% of Peers with multiple peerages or who received their Peerage for service agree with changing the policy while 43-44% disagree. 48% of Peers who received their peerage for arts and sciences agree with changing the policy. 
Responses to the question also varied based on demographic factors.

· 49% of female participants agree with changing the policy, compared with 36% of male participants (and 42% of male participants disagree). 

· 36% of participants age 45 or older agree with changing the policy while 42% disagree. 44% of those age 35-44 and 54% of those under age 35 agree with changing the policy.

· 46% of participants without children agree with changing the policy, compared with 36% of those with children (including children over age 18 but raised in the SCA). 

